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Let it not be imagined that, were nations imbued with 
the spirit of Christianity, they would slumber in ignoble ease ; 
that instead of the high-minded murderers who are formed on 
the present system of war, we should have effeminate and 
timid slaves. Christian benevolence is as active as it is for- 
bearing. Let it once form the character of a people and it 
will attach them to every important interest of society. It 
will call forth sympathy in behalf of the suffering in every 
region under heaven. It will give a new extension to the 
heart, open a wider sphere to enterprise, inspire a courage of 
exhaustless resource, and prompt to every sacrifice and ex- 
posure for the improvement and happiness of the human race. 
Away then with the argument that war is needed as a nursery 
of heroism. The school of the peaceful Redeemer is infinitely 
more adapted to teach the nobler as well as the milder virtues 

which adorn humanity. 

William E. Chaining. 
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The Prospects of the Year. 

In some respects the new year does not open under 
very favorable auspices. The war in the Philippines 
still goes on, occupying the attention of government 
and people, and making a permanent and expensive 
increase in the military and naval establishments 
more and more certain. To what this is ultimately 
to lead and what the permanent effect is to be upon 
the character of the people and the nation cannot be 
foreseen with clearness, but the outlook is of ill 
omen. It is not only wrong, but an evidence of 
moral weakness, poverty of character and unworthy 
patriotism to shut one's eyes to the dark prospect, 
and carelessly let things run adrift. 

On the other side of the water the prospect is sad 
beyond expression. A war which is almost univer- 
sally condemned throughout the civilized world is 
raging between two peoples who ought to be living 



in fraternal relations of the most cordial kind. They 
are shooting down and maiming each other by thou- 
sands. Homes — how many God only can count — 
are being filled with grief and paralyzing dread, and 
many of them wrecked forever. The preparations 
and the determined spirit manifested on both sides 
prophesy more bloody and awful scenes to come, and 
however the conflict may ultimately be settled, Boer 
and Briton will hereafter hate each other in South 
Africa with an intensity that will bode many ills in 
the years to come. The whole of Europe, which is 
not in the least slackening its insane rivalry of arma- 
ments, is looking on with an evil eye, and, whether it 
falls into the struggle or not, its evil genius of mili- 
tarism is sure, as the result of Britain's military dis- 
play, to take stronger possession of it than heretofore. 
From every point of view the South African war is 
deplorable. 

With these things going on, there are those who 
consider the cause of peace as utterly hopeless, and 
all efforts put forth in its behalf as wasted. This is 
not our view. The existence of this dark outlook is 
in itself a clarion call to duty. But, besides, there 
are three considerations of a positive nature which 
clearly indicate that the wave of the peace movement 
is higher and mightier than ever before, in spite of 
the strong undertow setting backward. 

The first of these considerations is the prospect of 
the early establishment of the permanent international 
court of arbitration provided for by the Hague Con- 
ference. This is now assured. The twenty-six 
powers represented at the Conference have now all, 
through their delegates, signed the convention for 
the pacific settlement of international disputes. With 
most of them this is equal to ratification. Shortly 
the ratifications will begin to be deposited at The 
Hague. After Secretary Hay's strong recommenda- 
tion of the convention to the Senate, to which refer- 
ence is made on another page, there is no doubt that 
our government will shortly be in position to send its 
ratification. Our delegates while at The Hague 
signed the convention under instructions from the 
President. The setting up of this court by the joint 
action of the nations will be the greatest practical 
step forward taken by the peace movement since it 
was organized, the greatest political step towards 



